Chapter Seven
FASCISM AND THE TEACHERS
THE intellectuals were considered by most Fascist leaders
as the anti-Fascists par excellence. It is not easy in Italy
to suppress freedom of speech completely; and many
intellectuals went on speaking their minds more or less openly in
spite of prohibitions. Even when they were reduced to silence,
this silence was a clear protest. The Party and the Government
used many different methods to bring into line the teachers, who
were the most important of the intellectuals forthe * FascistizationJ
of youth. These methods ranged from the proclamation of the
new doctrine to the basest threats and individual persecution. In
general, however, a systematic attack was launched attracting or
forcing the teachers into complete subjection to the Duce and
Party. The results were never satisfactory from a Fascist point
of view, although vast sections of the elementary-school teachers
and a large number of the others became active or passive sup-
porters of the regime.
On the occasion of the Natale di Roma, 21 April 1925, the
Government gave the utmost publicity to a manifesto of the
Fascist intellectuals. The leading idea was that Italian culture
must be a Fascist culture, at the service of the regime. Those
intellectuals who intended to uphold a non-Fascist culture were
stigmatized as traitors to their country and to truth. A counter-
manifesto was soon written by Croce, and signed by hundreds of
intellectuals from all parties and circles, most of them teachers
in universities and secondary schools. It was a kind of mass
protest by the highest representatives of Italian culture, not so
much against Fascism, which did not mean very much yet to
culture, but against this attempt at enslaving truth to a Party.
The counter-manifesto contained statements like this: 'The
intellectuals . . . have as citizens the right, and fulfil the duty, of
joining and faithfully serving a party; but as intellectuals their
only duty is to bring all men of all parties to a higher spiritual
level, so that all may fight the inevitable battles with ever more
beneficial results. This is the real aim of their researches, mutual
criticism, and artistic creations. When these boundaries are
crossed and politics are contaminated with literature and scholar-
ship with politics in order that violence, arrogance, and suppres-
sion of freedom may be patronized by* those activities, it is not
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